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Ribbon Cutting as Manning Diversified 

Launches Power Plant 

The County of Northern Lights Deputy 
Reeve, Terry Ungarian, stands with Mill    
Manager, Real Arseneault, Premier Jim  
Prentice and Alphonse Dechant as the      
ribbon is cut for the opening of Manning  
Diversified Forest Products Power Plant. 

Congratulations goes out to Partners and 
Staff of MDFP for working diligently over the 
past five years to see their dream become reality. The idea sprang from a strong desire 
to see the mill ‘be viable for generations to come’ and ‘a realization that we needed to 
diversify our product base for the future’ said Arseneault. 

The plant, the first of its kind in Alberta, will  produce 3.6 megawatts of electricity, this is  
enough to meet MDFP’s power needs and still have some to sell on the grid.  

SNOWPLOW FLAG AGREEMENTS 

Are available at:                     

Grimshaw & Peace River UFA’s, 

Dixonville General Store,        

Millennium Cabins, Keg River,  

County of Northern Lights Office 

PROBLEM WILDLIFE             

INCENTIVE POLICY 

County residents who are    

interested in participating must 

come to the County Office and 

REGISTER with Blake Gaugler, 

Agricultural Fieldman, IN     

ADVANCE, under consent of a       

Livestock Producer or Lease 

Manager and SIGN a hold 

harmless agreement between 

January 5th to 23rd, 2015. 

Please call 780.836.3348 or 

1.888.525.3481 if you have any 

questions or comments. 

   
The Alberta Association of     
Municipal Districts and Counties 
held their annual fall conference 
this past November at the Shaw 
Conference Centre, in down-

town Edmonton. The AAMDC is a  progressive 
association of elected rural councils, repre-
senting the interests of rural Albertans, and 
committed to excellence in meeting the     
diverse & changing needs of its membership. 

Councilors from 69 Municipalities and      
Counties make up the Association. Since 1909, 
the AAMDC has helped rural municipalities 
achieve strong,  effective local government 
through advocacy, communication, education, 
and the provision of aggregated business   
services such as Jubilee Insurance, Trade and 
Prairie Fuel Advisors.  

County of Northern Light Councilors attend 
both fall and spring conventions. While 
attending November’s conference, Council 
heard from guest speakers from Alberta     
Recreation & Parks and Environmental     
Monitoring Evaluation & Reporting Agency, 
participated in sessions concerning “Building 
Smart”: Comparing  Methods of                    
Infrastructure Delivery and “Making it Work”: 
Inter- municipal Development Planning &  

Regional Collaboration.  

Remarks were given by Honourable Diana 
McQueen, Minister of Municipal Affairs,        
Honourable Jeff Johnson, Minister of Seniors, 
Honourable Frank Oberle, Minister of       
Energy, Honourable Kyle Fawcett, Minister of 
Environment & Sustainable Resource        
Development, a presentation from Alberta 
Opposition Parties about ‘Provincial Perspec-
tive’ and of course, the infamous bull pit   
session called the 
Minister  Forum 
where Councilors can 
raise concerns direct-
ly and publically to 
any Minister present. 
The Honourable Jim 
Prentice, Premier of 
Alberta gave        
closing remarks. 
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Council Highlights     

 Deputy Reeve Terry Ungarian presents Juno Beach    
commemorative plaques to families of fallen area       
soldiers at the Manning Legion on Remembrance Day. 

 

 Council moved to have the County submit application to 
the Alberta Community Partnership Grant Program for 
the Weberville and Warrensville Area Structure Plan. 

 

 Council moved to have the County submit application to 
the Alberta Community Partnership Grant Program for 
the design and engineering of the south region waterline 
project. 

 

 Council moved to send letters to Wards One, Two and 
Three Residents, in Council’s request to help lobby the 
Provincial Government for ‘Water for Life’ funding. 

October 31st marked the end of the 2014 Wildfire Season. Fire 
permits are no longer required for burning (until next fire season 
begins), however, please continue to exercise caution when doing 
any burning.  

YOU SHOULD KNOW… 
Some fire hazard may still exist throughout the winter months. 

IF YOU PLAN ON BURNING THIS WINTER, PLEASE KEEP THE 
FOLLOWING IN MIND: 

1. Debris should be hauled and piled on an existing road or other 
compact areas 

This will help to reduce the risk of fires holding over during the 
winter months. Avoid constructing piles where water drains 
(example: ditches, streams and creeks). 

2. Keep pile tall, tight and dirt free 

To achieve a clean burn avoid mixing mineral soil with the debris. 
Select the right machinery to construct piles, such as a brush rake 
or loader. Piles should be built to a height of 3 meters in a beehive 
shape. It may be easier to burn an aspen pile by placing conifer-
ous fuels at the bottom of the pile. 

3. Before burning, check the weather 

Wait for a calm day to conduct burning, winds over 12 Km/h are 
not recommended. Is there adequate snow cover? What were the 
conditions before the snow cover? If drought conditions existed 
during the fall, the risk of holdover fires in organic soil is high. 

4. Check and re-check for winter holdovers 

Deep layers of organic soils are common throughout the Peace 
Region. This organic material may ignite under debris piles and 
smolder during the winter months. Wildfires like these are sleep-
ing giants, waiting to takeoff when dry grasses are available to 
carry them on spring days. 

Check all winter burn piles before March 1, 2015 when wildfire 
season begins. Dig deep in the ashes and check for heat. Apply 
water until no heat or steam can be felt or seen. 

Winter fires can pose a hazard if they be-
come out of control. Please call 310-FIRE if 
you spot smoke in the forest as it is im-
portant that each wildfire is actioned by fire 
fighting crews and other support as quickly 
as possible in order to reduce their spread. 

Thank you for doing your part to        
prevent wildfires. 

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
County Council is requesting residents in the Weberville,         
Warrensville, and Dixonville area for their assistance in        
lobbying for ‘Water for Life’ funding for the County of 
Northern Lights south water line project. 
 

Recently, residents were mailed a letter explaining where 
the project currently stands and what we need from the            
Government to see it go forward. A list of questions and a 
template are provided for residents to create their         
own lobbying letters to various Ministers and the Premier. 
All applicable addresses are also provided for your               
convenience. 
 

Council hopes that all who receive this request letter will    
participate in this lobbying action that will hopefully move 
government to see the benefits of allocating funds to the 
‘Water for Life’ program in future provincial budgets. 

              TAX AUTO PAY 

Tax Auto Pay enables ratepayers to pay their property taxes 
monthly through automatic bank withdrawals.   

What are the benefits of Auto Pay? 

 Avoids having to come up with one lump sum payment 
by June 30th (tax due date) 

 Evens out property tax payments throughout the year 

 Helps those on fixed incomes/limited budgets  

 Avoid penalties for payments made from July through     
December  

How does it work: 

Interested ratepayers must complete a sign up form by           
December 20th  of the current year for the 2015 tax year.   

The 2015 tax payments will be based on the 2014 tax levy 
and divided over a 12 month period with monthly payments 
beginning on January 20th.  When the tax levy is set, a small 
adjustment will be made to the remaining payments so that 
the ratepayer’s tax balance is at zero at the end of the year.  

For further information, or if you wish to sign up, please call 
the County Office at 780.836.3348 or 1.888.525.3481 and 
speak with Imelda.   

If you are already taking advantage of the Tax Auto Pay 
Plan, you do not have to sign up again.    
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 Charge your cell phone. In case your vehicle gets stuck or your 
car battery dies, you’ll want to have a cell phone to call      
assistance. Make sure it is fully charged before getting behind 
the wheel. 

 Give yourself extra travel time. Anticipate traffic and slower 
speeds during stormy weather. Have patience and stay alert. 

 Winter tires are a good option, as they will provide greater 
traction under snowy or icy conditions. 

 Keep a snow brush/scraper in your car, along with possible 
emergency items such as a lightweight shovel, battery jumper 
cables, and a flashlight. 

 Make sure that mirrors, all windows, and the top of your   
vehicle, are free of snow or frost before getting onto the road. 

 Don’t make any abrupt turns or stops when driving. Doing so 
will often cause your vehicle to lose control and skid. 

 Driving too quickly is the main cause of winter collisions.   
Tailgating becomes much worse in winter weather. Stopping 
takes much longer on snowy and icy roads than on dry     
pavement. Be sure to drive slowly and carefully on snow and 
ice covered roads. 

 Brake slowly to avoid skidding and reduce speed before     
entering turns. Once you have rounded the corner you can 

accelerate again. 

 When skidding, you actually need to go against your natural 
instincts and turn into the skid and accelerate. Doing so  
transfers your vehicle’s weight from the front to the rear and 
often helps vehicles to regain control. 

 Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other          
motorists. 

 Never use cruise control if conditions are snowy, icy, or wet, 
because if your car hydroplanes, your car will try to accelerate 
and you may lose control of your vehicle. 

 If your vehicle is equipped with an anti-lock breaking system 
(ABS), do not “pump” the brakes. Apply constant pressure and 
let the system do its work. 

 Manoeuvres are more difficult to make in the snow. Don’t 
assume your vehicle can handle all conditions. Be sure to  
anticipate what your next move is going to be to give yourself 
lots of room for turns and stopping. 

 Visit the Canadian Safety Council website for safety    
 information, 
 news and 
 training. 

    WINTER DRIVING TIPS 
Winter is here, which means it is important for us to start preparing ourselves for the inevitable cold, fog, snow and ice that can make  

driving extremely dangerous. Follow these steps to help keep yourself safe and collision free during the next few blustery winter months. 

The Community Christmas Hamper   
Program is an opportunity to help       
neighbours who are in need of assistance 
during the holiday season. A hamper of 
food and gifts appropriate for the family or 
individual is prepared from donated items. 

Individuals, Agencies and Schools refer   
individuals or families that could use a 
hamper to Georgina Supernault; Manning 
Community Resource Center at 
780.836.4222. Deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday, December 10th, 2014. 

For those wanting to donate food items, 

donation boxes will be set up at        
participating businesses until December 
15th. Cash donations will be accepted at 
Family Community Support Services 
(FCSS) Office located in the Town of 
Manning building. Please write cheques  
to “Community Events” or mail cheques 
to FCSS, Box 125, Manning, AB T0H 2M0 

There will be “Gift Trees” at partici-
pating Businesses, County of Northern 
Lights Office & the FCSS Office, each 
tree will have ornaments with a variety 
of children/youth age groups; pick an 

ornament, purchase the age               
appropriate gift and tape the ornament 
on the gift and place in the donation 
box. Ornaments range from ages 0-17 
years. 

 

Generous donations 
from the Community 

enable us to           
provide this          

program. We         
appreciate your  

continued support! 

2014 Community Christmas Hamper Program (Deadwood north to Keg River) 

Deck your deck in its Christmas finest ! 

For the Dixonville Light-up on Friday,        

December 5th at 6:30 pm 

Sponsored by                                                      

the County of Northern Lights, Dixonville 

L.I.F.E Club & Dixonville 4H Club 

Congratulations to the Nichiporik Family on winning the 2014 

Farm Family Award. 



COMMUNITY EVENTS 

December 05 ‘Toy Stories, You’ve got a Playdate with the Peace River Museum Exhibit’ Friday night from 4:30pm - 6:30pm 

December 05 Dixonville Community Light-Up … ‘Deck the Deck’ and be part of the Festivities!     
Hot Chocolate & Cookies by the Skating Rink.  Ballot box located at the General Store 

Light-Up at 6:30pm 

December 06 Dixonville Annual Christmas Farmer’s Market & Craft Sale. Lunch for sale on site. 
Come on down to the Dixonville Community Hall. 

10:00am - 3:00pm 

The Peace River Municipal Library & Art Gallery is open Tuesday, Friday, & Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm and                                    
Wednesday & Thursday 10:00am - 8:00pm 

December 09 County of Northern Lights regular scheduled Council Meeting Begins at 9:00am  

December 12 Manning Christmas Farmer’s Market at the Battle River Ag Hall 11:00am - 7:00pm 

December 19 Deadline for Christmas Word Search Puzzle Entry csc@countyofnorthernlights.com 

December 25 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Council and Staff  

December 24, 25, 
26 and January 01 

County Administration Office in Manning will be closed for the holidays  
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Return Undeliverable items to: 

 

County of Northern Lights 

600 - 7th Ave NW 

PO Box 10 

Manning, Alberta T0H 2M0 

 

Addressed to: 
 

 

INTERNET SAVVY EQUALS INTERNET SAFETY 
FROM THE WEBPAGE OF ALBERTA HUMAN SERVICES 

 

http://www.badguypatrol.ca/ 

An interactive site for 5 to 10 year olds, teaching critical Inter-
net safety skills through fun games. A cast of animal friends 
teach the importance of protecting personal information and 
that people may not always be who they say they are. An 
adult section provides more tips to keep kids safe. 

http://humanservices.alberta.ca/InternetSafety/

internetsavvy.html 

The Internet Savvy training provides information on the ways 
that children and youth are engaged with the Internet, as well 
as practical information, tips and tools to keep children and 
youth safe online. 

Complete the Christmas Word Search Puzzle insert and 

fax, mail, drop off or email the completed puzzle to 

csc@countyofnorthernlights.com and your name will 

be entered  for a Christmas Basket. 


